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Ormuz was in a sorry plight. All food and water from
the mainland was intercepted as it crossed. Nothing was
left to drink but the polluted wells of Tunuubaque, and
even over these there was constant, fighting. 1C very night
were wafted out to sea tho wails and lamentations of the
suffering people, entreating the King and Cogoatnr lo end
their misery.

One day the King of Onuuy, sent: to beg for mercy. He
swore that he would do whatever Albuquerque might, dictate.
"Give me back the fortress and tho four men," said he,
" then we can talk!" The King replied that he could not
return the fortress, but would pay any sum of money they
might ask. Albuquerque declared he did not want his
money. Nothing but the fortress would satisfy him,

Cogeatar thought that here the captains mighl come in
useful. He managed to convey a message, to their ships.
His King had offered their commander excellent terms and
tremendous sums of money, all of which had hem refused,
The captains did not conceal the fad. Hint they considered
this unreasonable. Shortly after, when Albuquerque went
with Francisco dc Tavora and Antonio do Campo to capture
water from a neighbouring island, leaving Joiio da Nova in
command before Ormuz, the latter was seen to go ashore
and parley with the renegades.

Albuquerque was aware that communications passed
between his fleet and the beleaguered city, but he could not
show that he knew without administering chastisement, and
to punish the captains was impossible just then. He therefore
said nothing to anyone. Sooner or later the storm would burst,
but Ormuz was in the last extremity and might surrender
first. Meantime every minute gained was to the good.

To add to the complexities of the situation, Socotra had
to be remembered. The garrison could not be kept waiting
much longer for supplies. Manuel Tolas was ordered to
hold himself in readiness to sail. He was to make a rapid
journey there and back, bringing with him any ships that
he might meet.